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MARGARET COURT 
Statement 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [9.46 pm]: I stand tonight to 
make comments about Margaret Court. Margaret Court is one of my closest friends, so I feel well qualified to 
make some comments about her. I will condense and contain my comments to her tennis career, which I think was 
absolutely remarkable. I could talk about the 37 tonnes of food she delivers to the underprivileged every week, but 
I will not; or the 1.3 million meals she has delivered to the underprivileged, but I will not; or the 652 hampers that 
she delivers to the underprivileged every week, but I will not. I will focus entirely on her tennis career, which was 
quite remarkable. 

Margaret Court was born on 16 July 1942 in the rural town of Albury in New South Wales. She was born to, dare 
I say, a very modest family. The one thing she had going for her from her time of birth, however, was that directly 
opposite her house in Ebden Street, Albury, there were 25 magnificent grass tennis courts. Her parents could not 
afford for her to play on those courts, let alone have lessons on them. However, at the age of eight, a friend of her 
mother provided her with a second-hand racquet and, dare I say it, the rest is history. 

Margaret spent hours upon hours as a young child hitting with the boys on those courts with no coaching whatsoever. 
What happened for Margaret was that the view from the clubhouse missed half of one court. The coach there, 
Mr Rutter, could not see half of one court. Margaret used to stand at the net and volley and volley against the boys. 
That is how she learnt to volley. If the ball got past her, and Mr Rutter saw the balls at the end of the court, he 
would kick the kids off the court. Suffice to say, after a few years, he realised this young woman by the name of 
Margaret Smith had an enormous amount of talent. Over the next few years, her tennis developed considerably. 
He saw that he had someone there beyond reproach in her athletic and her tennis ability. 

By the time she was 15 years of age, she took the attention of Frank Sedgman, a former Australian champion tennis 
player. Margaret ended up leaving home and going to Melbourne. From a conservative Catholic family, she went 
to Melbourne to live with Frank Sedgman and was coached by a man by the name of Keith Rogers, who had 
a gymnasium. Margaret spent hours upon hours in that gymnasium developing her physical and technical prowess 
with Keith Rogers as her coach. Stan Nicholls provided her with an enormous amount of support in the gymnasium. 
He worked with the Hawthorn Football Club, as did Margaret Court. 

Margaret Court got her real breakthrough in 1959. Remember this: she left home at the age of 15. In 1959, she 
played Jan Lehane in the Wilson Cup and beat her. Jan Lehane had beaten two top-10 players: Christine Truman, 
the English player, and Maria Bueno, who was the number one tennis player in the world. Margaret then became 
motivated. The prospect of playing at the top level of tennis throughout the globe really inspired her. Suffice to say 
that 12 months later, in January 1960, she won the Australian Open at the age of 17. She beat the number one player 
in the world, Maria Bueno, 7–5, 3–6, 6–4. She then beat Jan Lehane in the final 7–5, 6–2. She is the youngest person 
in the world to win the Australian Open, at the age of 17. That was in 1960. 

Dare I say it, the rest is history. Yet again, she went on to bigger and better things. Within the next six years, by 1966, 
Margaret Court had amassed a total of 35 grand slam titles by the time she was 24. Between 1959 and 1966 she 
won 13 singles titles: seven at the Australian Open, two at Wimbledon, two at the US Open and two at the French Open. 
She won nine doubles titles. She won the Australian Open four times, Wimbledon once, the US Open once, and 
the French Open three times. Her mixed doubles titles included two at the Australian Open, three at Wimbledon, 
five at the US Open, and three at the French Open. Margaret had won 35 grand slam titles by the time she was 24. 

Margaret Court then retired because she had had enough of tennis. She came to Perth and opened up a frock shop on 
Stirling Highway called the Peep Hole with Helen Muir, formerly Helen Plaisted. She stayed in Perth for 18 months, 
married Barry Court, the son of Sir Charles Court and the brother of Richard Court. After 18 months, she decided 
to go back on the tour. Some dieticians of doom had told her that that was it, that she was all washed up—those 
who hover along in mediocrity and revel in negativity. Not on your life—that was the start for Margaret Court! 
From 1968 until 1975, Margaret amassed even more grand slam titles, another 29, including 11 grand slam singles, 
10 grand slam doubles, and eight grand slam mixed doubles. By the time Margaret had finished her tennis career, 
she had amassed 64 grand slam titles—more than anyone in the world. She won 24 singles titles, 19 doubles titles 
and 21 mixed doubles titles. That was over a space of 16 years. Take out the 18 months she had off after she retired 
and another 18 months when she had children, in 13 years she amassed 64 grand slam titles—more than anyone 
else has ever amassed. That is phenomenal. Her win–loss performance in all grand slam singles tournaments is 
90.12 per cent. She won 210 and lost 23. She is the only person in the history of tennis to complete a multiple 
grand slam twice; that is, in three disciplines—twice in mixed doubles and once in singles. She won 62 out of the 
85 grand slam tournament finals she played in, 72.9 per cent, including a 24–5 win–loss record, or 82.8 per cent. 
She won the singles grand slam in 1970 and two mixed grand slam titles in 1963 and 1965. 
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With the emergence of the Federation Cup, Margaret Court was part of four winning teams for Australia. She is 
undefeated in singles in the Federation Cup. She holds the all-time women’s record of 192 singles titles. She holds 
the Open era record of 46 career grass court singles titles. She holds the Open era career singles match-winning 
percentage on all surfaces—hard, clay, grass and carpet courts. That is a 91 per cent success rate. She holds the 
Open era career singles match-winning percentage of wins on hardcourt at 91.73 per cent. She holds the Open era 
record of 21 singles titles in one year. She holds the Women’s Tennis Association record of 18 singles titles in one 
year. Margaret was made an Order of the British Empire in 1967. In 1979, she was inducted into the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame. At her induction into the International Tennis Hall of Fame, Margaret was described as 
“dominating”. Her biography states — 

There’s no better or more appropriate word to describe Margaret Smith Court’s assault on worldwide 
tennis courts. 

It can be debated, with plenty of supportive reference material, that no athlete—male or female—has so 
thoroughly dominated their sport like Court, certainly not in tennis. Her name is plastered throughout 
the record books, some of her accomplishments needing a second read to make sure they’re not 
a typographical error. 

In addition to that, she was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1985 and then granted legendary 
status in 1998. In 1993 she was inducted into the Australian Tennis Hall of Fame. In 2000 she was awarded the 
Australian Sports Medal. In 2001 she was awarded the Centenary Medal. In 2006 she was awarded the 
International Tennis Federation’s Philippe Chatrier Award. In 2007 she was made an Order of Australia. 

That record is phenomenal. No-one has come close to Margaret Court in terms of number one grand slam titles 
and titles across the board. Margaret Court won 24 singles titles, 19 doubles titles and 21 mixed doubles titles. 
People cannot take that away from her. She left home at the age of 15 and faced enormous adversity by herself. 
She overcame that adversity, retired, came back and was better than before she retired. 

The one thing that goes almost unnoticed is the fact that Margaret Court is a natural left-hander. In the 1950s it 
was unfashionable to be left-handed. Children were told not to write or play sport with their left hand. She played 
her entire tennis career right-handed, and she is a left-hander. Margaret Court writes left-handed; she does everything 
left-handed. Imagine Margaret’s potential. What could have happened had she played with her natural left hand? 
She could have won more titles. Adding on the three years that she was out of the game—that is, when she retired 
in 1966 and when she had two children, Daniel and Marika, in the 1970s—she won an average of 4.5 grand slam 
titles a year. Even if that were halved, we are going to add another four onto her total, which made her even better. 

We should not just recognise this remarkable achievement, we should congratulate Margaret Court and celebrate it. 
Margaret Court is undoubtedly and unambiguously the greatest tennis player of all time. 
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